AP Studio Art – 2D Design Syllabus

Course Description: 

This is an advanced level course that is designed for students who want to further develop mastery in their art making skills.  The course is developed as a college level course completed at the high school level.  Requirements for the final portfolio are developed by the College Board Advanced Placement Program, including a Quality, Concentration, and Breadth Section that consists of approximately 24 different advanced level artworks.  Portfolios are submitted in slide format (students will have to purchase their own slides) to the AP Board for scoring in a 1-5 range.  Students who receive a 3, 4, or 5 on the portfolio are often given credit(s) for their efforts when they enter their Undergraduate Program at the College or University of their choice.  

Students who complete this course will have not only created an excellent portfolio, but will have:

· Become independent critical thinkers

· Emphasized art making as an outlet of personal expression and voice

· Developed sophisticated technical versatility and skill within the Elements and Principles of Design

· Learned how art making/creative solutions can be an integral part of daily life

Expectations:
The following are key guidelines of the course:

· In addition to work completed in class, much artwork will have to be done at home – this will help accomplish 1 finished piece of work every 1 ½ weeks throughout the year.

· A sketchbook/journal is to be kept throughout the course.  This will include photos, notes, sketches, clippings, and any other variety of ideas/techniques produced/practiced on a daily basis.

· Deadlines must be met.  Procrastination is not accepted in this course, or the portfolio requirements will never be able to be completed in the time period allotted.

· Students must be active participants in class.  Discussions and critiques are key learning processes in this course and students must contribute their ideas and thoughts at all times.

· Students must be prepared for class.  Students must arrive to class on time with their materials, and use the class time to its fullest extent.

· Respect is expected at all times.  This includes respect for personal artwork, respect for other people’s artwork, respect for the classroom and materials, and most of all respect for people’s ideas, opinions, and feelings voiced in discussion.

· Students must also study classic and contemporary artists and trends during the duration of the course.  Students are expected to visit galleries and local art museums on their own 2-3 times during the year.

· All artwork must be original!  No published work can be used as a basis for personal artwork unless significant alteration to the image is completed.  All imagery must be developed according to personal voice and any duplication of imagery from any source is not accepted.

Summer Work:

Students are to complete 4 works over the summer that will be included in the Breadth section of the AP 2D Design Portfolio.  The 4 finished pieces will be due on the first day of school, and will be critiqued during Week 1.  

While completing the summer work, students should:

· Create a timeline of their own “due dates” so the pieces can be created in a comfortable, relaxed manner – the 4 works should not be completed during the last week in August!

· Keep in mind the Elements & Principles of Design – even though this is summer work it should still be technically developed as much as advanced in-class works would be.

· Use paper, canvas, etc. that is at least 12” x 16” in size but is no larger than 18” x 24”.

· Remember to get feedback about works in progress and about finished works.  Some might ask parents or relatives to critique their works, some might ask friends, or digital images of the work can be emailed to the instructor with questions or for suggestions at any time. 



nchan@ellsworthschools.org
The four summer assignments are:

· So Many Shoes:
Students will set up a still-life including at least 6 different pairs of shoes.  A colored pencil drawing will be created from careful observation of an interesting section of the set up.  Close attention should be paid to value, texture, and contrast. 

· Figure Sequence:

Students will use contour line to create a series of 5 figure drawings of one person involved in an activity using charcoal or graphite pencil.  Drawings should portray the person in the activity from start to finish – attention should be placed on proportion and correct figure representation.  Though there will be 5 different drawings, they should somehow be created on one large piece of paper without sections.

· Nature Study:
Students will create a piece from direct observation of some part of nature such as rocks, leaves, or flowers.  Media is of student choice, but emphasis must be placed on shape & pattern.

· Deck of Cards:

Students will pull out a deck of cards and shuffle them, look at them, and try to build a structure with them.  After several minutes of interaction with the cards, students will sketch ideas and then create a collage (using any type of papers) that is inspired by the deck of cards.  The imagery might include (but is not limited to) numbers, symbols, or even face cards.

Course Schedule: 

The AP Studio Art class will meet each school day for a 55 minute period.  Students must enroll in all three trimesters of AP Studio Art, as the full year will be needed to complete the portfolio requirements.  At the end of the year 1 ½ credits will be given to those who complete all required components of the course.  The spreadsheet timeline for the year with all assignments and due dates is located at the end of this syllabus.  

During the first week of the course, students will be re-introduced to this syllabus and introduced to the AP 2D Design Portfolio requirements in depth as explained in the AP Studio Art Poster.  Extensive examples will be shown of works from the different sections of the portfolio, including those created by past AP Art students from our school, as well as those given on the College Board “Slide Show & Commentary” CD.  Many discussions will be held, especially those about the difference between a 2D Design and Drawing Portfolio.  At this point it is still okay for the student to switch to the AP Drawing section, but not hereafter.  An in-depth conversation about plagiarism and appropriate idea sources will also be held during this week.  Finally, student summer work will also be critiqued during this time.

Section III: Breadth (Trimester 1)
Within the Breadth Section of the portfolio twelve slides will be needed of 12 different works.  No detail slides will be permitted.  The Breadth Section is designed to demonstrate a variety of concepts, media, and approaches while emphasizing the Elements and Principles of Design.

Breadth pieces will be completed as a class, meaning everyone will be working on the same assignment at the same time.  Students are encouraged to feed off one another – discussion and informal critiques are expected almost daily in order to enhance final products.  Formal classroom critiques and/or written personal critiques will be completed after each piece is completed.  It is also expected that students think about comments and suggestions previously given to them by the teacher or peers when creating each new work.  Students should think about the portfolio process as a building block process – each skill, technique, and idea learned needs to be retained in order to move ahead.  Unique and individual responses are expected for each assignment.

Each year the progression of the Breadth assignments change depending on the strengths and interests of the students enrolled in the course.  Possibilities of Breadth assignments include:

· Parallel Line Drawing:

Students will create a drawing of their hand(s) in an interesting pose using only parallel, straight lines.  Different thicknesses of lines should be used in order to suggest weight and form.

· Ancient Mosaic:

Students will develop images in their sketchbook, and then transfer the image into a mosaic style.  The mosaic tiles will be drawn with colored pencil – many shapes and sizes of tile can be used to create the image.

· Landscape Collage:

Students will create a landscape collage using found 2D materials.  Textural papers, fabrics, etc should be used in order to describe different parts of the scenery.

· Repeated Photos:

Students will choose a favorite photograph and bring in 50 copies of it (color or black and white).  Using all of the duplicate imagery, students will create one image that shows rhythm and pattern.

· Text Blocks:

Students will create a drawing of children’s alphabet blocks in an arrangement set up to show perspective.  The letters must be carefully drawn and placed on the correct planes as to really look like they are on the blocks.

· Cut Paper Still Life:

Students will create representations of a still life (that is set up in the middle of the room with adequate lighting) using many colors of cut paper.  Light and dark values of color should be layered in order to develop form.
· Mechanical Objects:
Students will find an interesting mechanical object (gears, bike, motor, etc.) and create four close-up drawings from four different points of view.  Charcoal pencils will be used on gray paper for the drawings.

· Optical Illusion:

Students will create an optical illusion using only complimentary colors.  Images must create tension, but also show balance.

· Social Issue Poster:

Students will choose a social issue that affects teenagers and create an influential campaign poster that communicated their feelings or attitude about the issue.  Imagery, formatting, and text design must be considered.

· Multi Media:

Students will take one object and repeat it eight times on a grid (large paper).  Different mediums and techniques should be used to portray the image on each different part of the grid (1 watercolor, 1 finger paint, 1 ripped paper, 1 digital media, etc.).  Students should strive for each grid to be very diverse, yet still showcase the original object clearly.

· Cropped Clothing:

Students will set up a piece of clothing in a folded, interesting manner.  Buttons, zippers, and/or snaps should be included.  Students will then create a drawing (zoomed in and cropped) of one area of the clothing, making sure that the imagery fills the whole page and bleeds off all edges.

· Monochromatic Self-Portrait:

Students will create a self portrait (painting) using a monochromatic color scheme.  The color chosen should effectively portray the mood/feeling that the artist is showing his/herself in/with.
The Breadth section of the portfolio will be completed by the end of Trimester 1.  If students are not happy with any of the specific pieces they created this year for the Breadth section, they do have the option of removing those pieces and incorporating other successful pieces that they created in other art classes during previous years.
Section II: Concentration (Trimester 2 & 3)

The Concentration section of the AP portfolio consists of twelve slides of artwork that can include details (ex. 11 different works with a close up slide of 1 work to show extreme detail or texture).  The concentration section is designed to demonstrate an in-depth exploration of one theme or idea.  The theme should be of interest to the student in order to ensure excitement, dedication, and critical inquiry throughout the whole creation process for the large body of works.

Though students should have been thinking about their Concentration theme throughout the first Trimester, the first two weeks of the second Trimester will be dedicated to the development of a concrete idea for each AP student’s Concentration.  During this time students will consider these questions:

· What are your interests/hobbies?

· What affects your life on a daily basis?

· What qualities make you love something?

· Do you see a theme that has developed in any of your personal artwork?

· What might you consider your obsession?

After establishing this list of answers, students will research the topics in depth and narrow down their ideas to a select few. 
After narrowing down their ideas, students will then turn to their artistic brain to decide the final idea.  The remainder of the two weeks will be dedicated to sketching and designing ideas that might lead to pieces in the topic’s concentration.  If one idea isn’t leading to diverse compositions and pieces of work, then students should move on to their next idea.  Students will really push their creativity and develop many different sketches for one idea during this time period – when finding the final topic a student might have up to 100 sketches for artworks.   It is at this time the students can choose the direction they want to go within the idea and narrow down their sketches.  They are now ready to start using the art materials and begin the concentration. 
A few examples of previous 2D Design Concentrations are:

· Roller coasters
· Skateboards

· My little brother
· Photomontage
· Inside looking out

· Old cars
· Plant life in Puerto Rico

· The mannequin

· Flags

· Contrast
· A day in the life of a mouth
· Children at play
· Windows

· Moustaches

· Bubble Gum
· Things in my car

· School lockers

· Through a microscope

· Footprints

· Billboards

· Fragmented

· Power tools

As shown on the course timeline, the Concentration body of work will be created throughout Trimester 2 and the beginning of Trimester 3.  Though each student will be working on individual themes and pieces using a variety of media, the class will continue to converse about and critique each piece.  Formal and informal classroom critiques will be held, as well as written self critiques.  Students will especially develop conversation about the diversity of their Concentration – though each individual piece revolves around the central theme, it still must be different and must not be too similar to any other piece in the body of works.  This will prove to be the most difficult task of the course for most students.

Section I: Quality (Trimester 3)

The Quality section of the portfolio consists of 5 pieces of work that will be physically sent to the AP Studio Art Readers as examples of excellence and skill in all aspects of two dimensional design principles.  These 5 pieces can be pulled from the Concentration and/or Breadth Sections of the portfolio, and do not necessarily even have to be new pieces.

Beginning in Week 5 of Trimester 3, all students will begin rigorous critiques of both bodies of their work.  This is the beginning step in deciding which pieces truly are the best and should be considered for the Quality Section of the portfolio.  This process also allows students to pick out pieces that they might want to work on/tweak more before slides are taken.  

Each piece will be looked at and scored (with a 1=poor to 5=excellent scale) on the following criteria by the student as well as by the instructor:

· Material use/technique

· Creativity/Imagination

· Evidence of the Elements & Principles of Design

· Evidence of critical thinking & development of ideas

· Composition

· Personal Style/Voice

Any piece that consistently scores in the 4 or 5 range will be considered as part of the Quality section.  If more than 5 works are chosen in this range, then more critiques will be completed involving the whole class in order to choose a final set of 5.

The quality works will then be neatly matted (not larger than 18” x 24”) using uniform mat board color to create unity within the body of works.

Slides:

Slides will be taken at the high school using appropriate lighting and technology, but the students must pay for the cost of development.  This will happen during the month of April after the portfolio work has been completed.  When the slides are developed, students will appropriately label and arrange each slide according to section (Concentration & Breadth) as well as label media and size of each original piece.  

Grades:
Students will be graded each Trimester based on the following criteria:

Artwork Completed 
60%
( Each finished piece will receive a grade
Sketchbook


15%
     based on idea content, technique, effort 
Critique


15%
     demonstrated, use of media, etc.
Participation/Attitude 
10%
Total



100%
Note: Any student who does not complete all requirements of the AP Studio Art 2D Design portfolio (whether they send their portfolio to the College Board for scoring or not) will not receive credit for the course regardless of GPA for the year.

Course Timeline:

The timeline for each Trimester of the course is located on the following pages…

	      TRIMESTER 1

	
	

	WEEK:
	AGENDA:

	Week 1
	Introduction to

	 
	AP Course, Materials

	 
	and Ideas

	 
	 

	Week 2
	Begin Breadth #5

	 
	 

	Week 3
	Finish Breadth #5 &

	 
	Begin Breadth #6

	 
	 

	Week 4
	Finish Breadth #6

	 
	 

	Week 5
	Begin Breadth #7

	 
	 

	Week 6
	Finish Breadth #7 &

	 
	Begin Breadth #8

	 
	 

	Week 7
	Finish Breadth #8

	 
	 

	Week 8
	Begin Breadth #9

	 
	 

	Week 9
	Finish Breadth #9 &

	 
	Begin Breadth #10

	 
	 

	Week 10
	Finish Breadth #10

	 
	 

	Week 11
	Begin Breadth #11

	 
	 

	Thanksgiving
	Finish Breadth #11

	Vacation
	Begin Breadth #12

	 
	 

	Week 12
	Finish Breadth #12

	 
	 

	
	

	      TRIMESTER 2

	
	

	WEEK
	AGENDA

	Week 1
	Concentration Discussion

	 
	& Planning

	 
	 

	Week 2
	Concentration Discussion & 

	 
	Planning/Begin Concentration #1

	 
	 

	Week 3
	Finish Concentration #1

	 
	 

	Christmas
	Complete Concentration #2

	Vacation
	& Begin Concentration #3

	 
	 

	Week 4
	Finish Concentration #3

	 
	 

	Week 5
	Begin Concentration #4

	 
	 

	Week 6
	Finish Concentration #4 

	 
	& Begin Concentration #5

	 
	 

	Week 7
	Finish Concentration #5

	 
	 

	Week 8
	Begin Concentration #6

	 
	 

	Week 9
	Finish Concentration #6

	 
	& Begin Concentration #7

	 
	 

	Week 10
	Finish Concentration #7

	 
	 

	February 
	Complete Concentration #8

	Vacation
	 

	 
	 

	Week 11
	Begin Concentration #9

	 
	 

	Week 12
	Finish Concentration #9

	 
	& Begin Concentration #10

	 
	 

	
	

	      TRIMESTER 3

	
	

	WEEK:
	AGENDA:

	Week 1
	Finish Concentration #10

	 
	 

	Week 2
	Begin Concentration #11

	 
	 

	Week 3
	Finish Concentration #11

	 
	Begin Concentration #12

	 
	 

	Week 4
	Finish Concentration #12

	 
	 

	Week 5
	Rigorous Critique of Both Bodies

	 
	of Work (Breadth & Concentration)

	 
	 

	April
	Last Minute Work/Touch Ups

	Vacation
	Take All Slide Photographs

	 
	 

	Week 6
	Preparation of Quality Works

	 
	(Cropping, Matting, etc.)

	 
	 

	Week 7
	Preparation of Slides

	 
	(Organizing, Labeling, etc.)

	 
	 

	Week 8
	AP EXAM WEEK

	 
	 

	Week 9
	Written Artist Statement from

	 
	students to teacher about their

	 
	personal portfolios and the

	 
	AP Studio Art process

	 
	 

	Week 10
	School Community Contribution

	 
	 

	Week 11
	School Community Contribution

	 
	 

	Week 12
	Graduation Week

	 
	 


Contact Information:
Students & Parents - please feel free to contact the instructor at any time with any questions or problems.

Nicole Higgins Chan

299 State St.

Ellsworth, ME 04605

(207)667-4722 ext. 5539

nchan@ellsworthschools.org
Students are also encouraged to contact other AP Studio Art classmates at any time (including the summer!) with questions or to share ideas using the school wide email system.
















