 Music Theory 

Course Description and Expectations


Welcome to music theory!  Music Theory is designed for students who wish to understand the basic building blocks of music and how they co-exist to form a cohesive work of art.  Students will examine the foundational and structural elements of music in depth. The ability to read music is essential to this course.  A student who enrolls in music theory is expected to:


*Demonstrate initiative and independence: (Ex. – Doesn’t need constant reminders or direct supervision to complete activities, offers to help others who need help without being asked to do so, sets personal goals and works to achieve them, makes up classes missed without being reminded)


*Persevere in challenging situations: (Ex. – Challenges himself/herself to improve a skill, is willing to try new things, doesn’t refuse to try a skill)


*Accept responsibility for his/her decisions: (Ex. – Understands and accepts a zero for making a choice not to participate or not to make up a missed class, understands and accepts the consequences of choosing not to participate or forgetting his/her guitar)



*Model responsible, courteous behavior and a positive attitude: (Ex. – Pays attention in class, uses appropriate language, makes effective use of class time, is courteous to peers and adults in the class, works well with others who may have different levels of understanding or skill)

Overall Goals

*Note name identification in various clefs

*Comprehensive rhythmic value identification

*Major, natural minor, harmonic minor, melodic minor scale identification and construction

*Comprehensive interval identification and construction

*Chord and inversion identification and construction

*Baseline understanding of harmonic analysis 

*Cadential analysis and construction

Grading

Grading in symphonic band will based on the following categories:


*Written Exams


50%


*Projects



50%



Discipline Policy

*First offense/class = Warning

*Second offense/class = 30 minute teacher detention

*Third offense/class = 60 minute teacher detention

In addition, you will be sent to the office and possibly face administrative consequences.

Course Timeline

Unit One : Weeks 1-4 (9/7-10/1)

Course expectations, classroom policy/procedure, basic notation, clefs, accidentals, enharmonic

equivalents, note meters, grand staff, and manuscript, scales - major and minor, relative keys, parallel keys, tonality and circle of fifths, intervals, inversions of intervals, transposition, written exams, and project  (Using an excerpt from Mozart’s String Quartet in A Major,K.464 arrange 8 measures for a saxophone quartet, woodwind quartet, or a brass quartet.)

Unit Two: Weeks 5-8 (10/4-10/29)

Harmony, chord spelling, triads, scale degree names, inversion of triads, figured bass and analysis

symbols, cadence types, non-harmonic tones, written exams, analysis project

Unit Three: Weeks 9-12 (11/1-11/23)

Voice-leading in 4 voices, stylistic practices and departures, doubling, parallelism, spacing and 6/4 chords, harmonic progressions, root relationships, descending fifth progression, harmonization of melody, written exams, and project (Using the given bass line, compose a soprano line considering the figured bass indications shown below the bass.  Fill in the inner voices, checking your voice-leading for errors.)

