Ellsworth High School 

Visual & Performing Arts Department

Welcome to Introduction to Ceramics!

COURSE OVERVIEW:


This is a studio art course designed to introduce you (the student) to the aspects of three-dimensional design – specifically ceramics.  By completing many different types of assignments, you will develop core skills and techniques in order to strengthen your sculpting skills in clay.  You as the student are expected to build upon what you learn from project to project in order to become a stronger artist no matter what level you begin at.  Emphasis will be placed on your thought process and creativity, rather than on talent.  Personal expression is key as well – copying is no great achievement, so therefore throughout this course you will be encouraged to develop your own voice and technique. 
It is very important to realize that 3D art is all around us.  In this visual culture, even our couches and toilets are designed with artistic sculptural elements in mind.  In this class we will be looking at examples of different three dimensional ceramic art throughout history into today’s time and try to interpret it.  By looking at, writing about, and discussing different art, you will develop a vocabulary that will help you with critique and critical inquiry of other classmate’s and your own work.  Patience, a positive attitude, and a willingness to learn will be crucial in this discovery of ceramics.

EXPECTATIONS:

· #1 You must ALWAYS come prepared to class!! (Materials, Tools, etc.)

· You must spend an ample amount of time on your art work – a good sculpture can not be completed in 30 minutes!

· You must create appropriate artwork – no vulgar imagery at all (guns, drug references, inappropriate symbols, etc).

· You must create original artwork – no copying other’s ideas.

· You must have a positive attitude and a willingness to better yourself as an artist.

· You must respect the materials (no wasting supplies in class).

· You must respect your own artwork – take care of it!

· You must keep the ceramics area clean – don’t leave a mess.

SUPPLIES:

· 5 ½ x 7 in. spiral bound, hard cover sketchbook.

AS NEEDED:

· Assortment of plastic shopping bags for storing clay works (Hannaford size to large garbage bags).

 * All Supplies must be purchased by _Tuesday, September 14, 2010__ 

3D ART SUPPLY STORES:

Craft Barn, Ellsworth   <-----They give a 10% discount if you tell them you 

are an EHS art student.


Walmart, Ellsworth


Home Depot, Ellsworth


Lowes, Ellsworth


Mardens, Ellsworth


AC Moore, Bangor

GRADING SYSTEM:


In Class Art Works





55%


Sketchbook/Planning Work



20%


Critique / Quiz





15%


Participation/Attitude (weekly grade)


10%


TOTAL



          


100%

I look forward to a great trimester with you.  Hopefully this class will help bring you to feel comfortable with the ceramics process.  As you may know there are many more opportunities in the visual arts program here at EHS….this is only the beginning!

Please do not hesitate to talk to me about any concerns you might have throughout the class.   I also always check my email so feel free to write me if you need to: nchan@rsu24.org






Thank You,

Nicole H. Chan







Ellsworth High School Art

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  cut along this line - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

I have read this syllabus and understand the expectations of the course.


Student Name (Print): _______________________________________

Student Signature ____________________________________   Date _______


Parent Signature ______________________________________  Date _______

Parent Contact Information:




Phone #:




Email:

PLEASE RETURN THIS FORM SIGNED BY PARENT/GUARDIAN BY 9/10/2010

