 Guitar Class

Course Description and Expectations


Welcome to guitar class!  This is an elective course offering beginning instruction for the guitar.  In this course you will learn open chords, power chords, accompaniment techniques and a variety of playing techniques and styles including both the pick-style and finger-style approaches to the guitar.  In addition, this course also includes music fundamentals, theory, performance, listening, composing, analyzing and learning how to read standard music notation and tablature.  A student who enrolls in guitar class is expected to:


*Demonstrate initiative and independence: (Ex. – Doesn’t need constant reminders or direct supervision to complete activities, offers to help others who need help without being asked to do so, sets personal goals and works to achieve them, makes up classes missed without being reminded)


*Persevere in challenging situations: (Ex. – Challenges himself/herself to improve a skill, is willing to try new things, doesn’t refuse to try a skill)


*Accept responsibility for his/her decisions: (Ex. – Understands and accepts a zero for making a choice not to participate or not to make up a missed class, understands and accepts the consequences of choosing not to participate or forgetting his/her guitar)



*Model responsible, courteous behavior and a positive attitude: (Ex. – Pays attention in class, uses appropriate language, makes effective use of class time, is courteous to peers and adults in the class, works well with others who may have different levels of understanding or skill)

Overall Goals

*To learn how to play chords, accompaniment and melodis on the guitar

*To learn how to read music notation, chord frames and tablature

*To develop an understanding of music fundamentals and theory

*To learn how to perform, write and create music

*To develop the ability to analyze, describe and listen to music

*To develop an understanding of music as it relates to history and culture

Grading

Grading in symphonic band will based on the following categories:


*Playing Exams


35%


*Written Exams


35%


*Trimester Project

30%



Discipline Policy

*First offense/class = Warning

*Second offense/class = 30 minute teacher detention

*Third offense/class = 60 minute teacher detention

In addition, you will be sent to the office and possibly face administrative consequences.

Course Timeline

Unit One : Weeks 1-3 (9/7-9/24)

Parts of the guitar, holding the guitar, names of strings, notes and rests, bar lines, measures, time

signatures, staff, clef, tablature, C and G7 (3 string chords), D, A7 and G chords, whole, half and

quarter notes, counting rhythm and notes names, E, F and G on the 1st string, written and playing exams

Unit Two: Weeks 4-6 (9/27-10/15)

Eighth notes, swing eighths, shuffle, A, C and D7 chords, free stroke, bass/chord strum, latin strum,

rock/mute strum, chord/mute strum, blues strum, tempo markings, quarter rest, repeat sign, dotted half

note, ¾ time signature, B, C, and D on the 2nd string, written and playing exams

Unit Three: Weeks 7-9 (10/18-11/5)

First and second endings, chord progressions, Em, Dsus, Am, E and E7 chords, power chords, chord

strum, syncopated strum, 1st and 2nd endings, D.C. al fine, sharps and flats, major scale, key signature, 

G and A on the 3rd string, F# on the 1st string, written and playing exams

Unit Four: Weeks 10-12 (11/8-11/23)

Sixteenth notes, minor keys, C7, Am7, Gmaj7, Cmaj7, natural sign, leger lines, G# and A on the 1st 

string, open bass strings – D, A, E, T1 project due, written and playing exams

