
Ellsworth High School Symphonic Band
Course Description and Expectations

Welcome to the Ellsworth High School Band!  This instrumental group is open to anyone who is willing to meet the required expectations.  The band will prepare various types of music ranging from pop influenced pep band music to more traditional pieces written for the symphonic band.  A student who enrolls in band is expected to:

*Be present and participate in all performances: (A performance is an event that can not be recreated due to the fact that it requires more that one individuals attendance.  Therefore, a student that misses a performance does not have the ability for “make-up” work.)

*Demonstrate initiative and independence: (Ex. – Doesn’t need constant reminders or direct supervision to complete activities, offers to help others who need help without being asked to do so, sets personal goals and works to achieve them, makes up classes missed without being reminded)

*Persevere in challenging situations: (Ex. – Challenges himself/herself to improve a skill, is willing to try new things, doesn’t refuse to try a skill)

*Accept responsibility for his/her decisions: (Ex. – Understands and accepts a zero for making a choice not to participate or not to make up a missed class, understands and accepts the consequences of choosing not to participate or forgetting his/her instrument)



*Model responsible, courteous behavior and a positive attitude: (Ex. – Pays attention in class, uses appropriate language, makes effective use of class time, is courteous to peers and adults in the class, works well with others who may have different levels of understanding or skill)
Overall Goals
*To develop the individual performance skills necessary for music making at the highest artistic level capable by each individual
*To develop the skills of discipline, team work, and self-expression necessary for group performances
*To develop a sense of school and civic community through participation in service activities such as pep band and community events
Performance Objectives
*Demonstrate the ability to perform with fluent, controlled tone quality, with control of varying dynamics and extended range
*Demonstrate the ability to play major scales within the practical range of the instrument and demonstrate a variety of tonguing techniques with good control
*Demonstrate the ability to sight-read music
* Demonstrate the ability to play in tune with other instruments
*Demonstrate a sense of ensemble through blending, balance and pitch

Grading

Grading in symphonic band will based on the following categories:


*Playing Exams

30%


*Trimester Project

30%


*Performance Showcase
40%

Discipline Policy
*First offense/class = Warning

*Second offense/class = 30 minute teacher detention

*Third offense/class = 60 minute teacher detention

In addition, you will be sent to the office and possibly face administrative consequences.

Course Timeline

Week 1 (9/7-9/10): Course expectations, classroom policy/procedure, begin rehearsing pep

band music.

Week 2 (9/13-17): Continue rehearsing pep band music

Week 3 (9/20-9/24): Continue rehearsing pep band music

Week 4 (9/27-10/1): Begin rehearsing T1 concert music, playing exam #1 during sectionals


Pep band events: 9/27, 9/28

Week 5 (10/4-10/8): Continue rehearsing T1 concert music


Pep band events: 10/4, 10/5


United States Navy Band performance: 10/7

Week 6 (10/11-10/15): Continue rehearsing T1 concert music


Pep band events: 10/13, 10/14 

Week 7 (10/18-10/22): Continue rehearsing T1 concert music, playing exam #2 during sectionals

Week 8 (10/25-10/29): Continue rehearsing T1 concert music

Week 9 (11/1-11/5): Continue rehearsing T1 concert music

Week 10 (11/8-11/12): Continue rehearsing T1 concert music, playing exam #3 during sectionals

Week 11 (11/15-11/19): Continue rehearsing T1 concert music

Week 12 (11/22-11/230: Continue rehearsing T1 concert music


Concert Showcase: 11/22


T1 Project: 11/23


